
Helping New Mexico’s Kids in Foster Care Be Kids

From the Board President:  
The stories behind the numbers

2013
Annual Report

Dear Friends:

All too often, New Mexico’s children in foster care get reduced to numbers, and it can be easy to 
forget the human beings behind the challenging ϐigures we see in the news or read in reports. 
At Friends, we reach out to the real kids, real teens, and real young adults who make up the 
real lives behind those numbers. 

As a supporter of Friends, you help to make the lives of  
New Mexico’s kids in foster care just a little bit brighter. 

Here are some of the stories of how you have helped:

 You made it possible to send a Native teen to science camp to pursue an interest in marine 
biology, and the next year you paid this teen’s tuition to an excellent prep school dedicated to 
enriching the education of Native children. Your generosity insured that this young person’s 
opportunities were always supported—when a little extra money was all it took to make a 
foster youth’s dreams come true. 

 Over the last three years, you’ve helped fund scholarships for young adults who were 
in the foster care system. Our scholarship recipients qualiϐied because they have overcome 
hurdles and continue to pursue their goals and dreams:

• One young woman works two jobs and takes classes at a community college; the scholar-
ship allows her to work a little less and go to school a little more.

• A young woman adopted in her early teens was rejected by her adoptive family and sent
to live in a residential treatment center. She aged out at 19, totally on her own with no 
family support. She is in school and making her own way; her scholarship will be used 
for books not included in the state Lottery Scholarship.

• A scholarship recipient (for two consecutive years) is a college sophomore currently
studying to become a social worker with plans to help children who are encountering 
the challenges she encountered.

 Grandparents sometimes become foster parents for their grandchildren when the chil-
dren’s parents are in prison or unable to care for them. The grandparents are often on a 
limited income and your help allows these children to have bikes or art classes and other 
things the other kids have.

 When a teen is looking for a job, transportation is crucial. Your contributions insure 
these teens have bikes to go to interviews and to work.

Continued....



Sponsored a Christmas Party for 150 children in foster care
Co-sponsored a conference for 72 youth and provided each with a copy of the 

keynote speaker’s biography
Supported youth organization with mentoring events
Collaborated with CYFD on multiple, statewide adoption and foster parent 

recruitment events
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General & Admin
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 There are times when a seven-
year-old needs a laptop just as much 
as a high school student does. One 
such child spoke English but needed 
immediate educational intervention 
to learn to read English and develop 
her language skills. Your dedication 
helped this young girl gain desper-
ately needed language skills via on-
line programs.

 A young woman spending her 
freshman year of college on the East 
Coast was homesick and wanted to 
visit her grandmother and siblings 
in Albuquerque. She was doing really 
well in school but missed her family. 
We purchased a ticket so she could 
come home to see the members of her 
family who love and support her. We 
didn’t want her dropping out of col-
lege because she felt alone. Your sup-
port allowed her to be with her family 
and continue her college career.

 We learned of a young teen who 
found that music gives him a sense of 
purpose and an amazing sense of ac-
complishment – things that are often 
missing in the lives of foster children. 
Your support helps this youth handle 
his anger and sense of loss while pos-
itively nurturing his musical talent 
every time he plays his guitar. 

 Medicaid purchases glasses once 
every two years. What happens when 
a child in foster care needs glasses 
before the two year deadline? One 
teenager broke his glasses when he 
was upset after being taken from his 
family; he did not understand why he 
was in foster care. 

The foster dad explained that NMFFC 
would replace his glasses regardless 
of how the glasses had been broken. 
The young man carefully selected 
frames that weren’t too expensive be-
cause he understood he was respon-
sible for breaking the glasses and 
because he realized that there are 
people he does not even know who 
care about him.

IN MEMORY OF
Maureen Alessi 
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Linda Green 
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Tim & Judy Flynn-O’Brien
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Linda Sullivan
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IN CELEBRATION OF
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Will & Laura Chambers 
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A&K Tax Service LLC | Hobbs
Jon & Sandi Adams | Truth or  

Consequences
Albuquerque Masonic Lodge 60A 
Mary Alei | Los Alamos
Orphia Jane Allen | Las Cruces
Altair Homes | Albuquerque 
Vicki Anderson | Roswell
Vivian Anderson | Albuquerque
Anonymous Donors
Mary Alice Arellano | Springer
Rosa & Kenneth Armijo | Bosque
Sheryl Arndt | Albuquerque
Rita & Eugene Aronson |Albuquerque
Rollah Aston | Roswell
E.S. Baca | Las Cruces
Leroy & Cheryl Baca | Truth or  

Consequences
Louise Baca-Sena | Rowe
Amber & Benjamin Baker  

| Albuquerque
Connie & Kevin Baker | Las Cruces
Sandy Barnhart y Chavez  

| Albuquerque
Madonna & George Barr | Albuquerque
Bartoo Sand & Gravel, Inc.  

| Truth or Consequences
Tom & Patricia Bauman  

| Elephant Butte
Virginia Blake | Elephant Butte
Bohannan Huston, Inc. | Albuquerque
Carl & Vivian Bonner | Truth or 

 Consequences

Robbie Bova | Albuquerque
Barbara & Peter Bowidowicz  

| Elephant Butte
BPOE Elks Lodge 1119 | Las Cruces
BPOE Elks Lodge 2799 | Deming
BPOE Elks Lodge 413 | Silver City
Daniel Brannock | Albuquerque
Anita Braun | Hobbs
Sue Brazeal | Carlsbad
Pat & Chris Briggs | Albuquerque

Lois Brown | Las Cruces
Randi Buck | Albuquerque
Ira Bullock | Truth or   

Consequences
Van Bullock | Las Cruces
Bullocks Shur Sav  

| Truth or Consequences
Theresa Cano de Ochoa | Las Cruces
Cardinal Health Foundation  

| Washington, DC
Claire Carmony | Albuquerque
Larry & Corinne Carmony 

 | Cedar Crest
Mary & James Carr | Carlsbad
Cars 4 Causes | Ventura, CA
CASA, First Judicial District | Santa Fe
Joe & Sara Chambers | High Rolls
William Chambers | Tijeras
A.M. Chavez | Alamogordo
Eileen & Thomas Chavez  

| Albuquerque
Ching Law Firm | Hobbs
Citizen’s Review Board 1 | Clovis
Citizen’s Review Board 5  

| Albuquerque
Citizen’s Review Board 10  

| Las Cruces 
Citizen’s Review Board 11 | Deming
Citizen’s Review Board 15 | Hobbs

Citizen’s Review Board 18 
| Truth or Consequences

Citizen’s Review Board 20  
| Las Vegas

Citizen’s Review Board 27  
| Valencia County

Citizen’s Review Board 35 | Hobbs
Citizens of Hobbs, New Mexico
Shirley Clark | Santa Fe
Julia & G.B. Clarke | Albuquerque

Toni Lynn & Alford Clement | Alto
Georgette Clotworthy | Albuquerque
Carrie-Leigh & Andrew Cloutier  

| Roswell
Henry Coleman | CT
Anne & Kenneth Collins  

| Albuquerque
MaryAnn Copas | Albuquerque

Lorena Corral | Las Cruces
Thomas Croston | Albuquerque
Carolyn Cummings | Las Cruces
Valarie Darwin | Farmington
Linda Davis | Albuquerque
April & Orlando De La Cerda  

| Roswell
Yolanda Deines | Santa Fe
Lynn Deming | San Antonio
Raymond & Barbara Dennis  

| Albuquerque
Deschamps & Kortemeier Law  

Ofϐices | Socorro 
Vincent Distasio | Rio Rancho
James & Teddy Dorland  

 | Truth or Consequences

Karen & Dwight Dorsey  
| Corrales

Amy Dunlap | Albuquerque
Patricia Dunlap-Dunn | Hobbs

Laura Durkin | Lemitar
Mary Lou & William Edward  

| Los Ranchos de Albuquerque
Miriam Efroymson | Albuquerque 
Gail Falconer | Moriarty
E.J. Fenoglio | Albuquerque
Anthony Filosa | Truth or  

Consequences
First Presbyterian Church | Raton

Judy & Timothy Flynn-O’Brien  
| Albuquerque

Phyllis Foley | Los Alamos
Lorraine Fontaine | Jacksonville, FL
Karen Foote | Clovis 
Janet & James Franklin   

| Truth or Consequences
Vivian & Jose Frietze | Las Cruces
Kathleen & Robert Fucile  

| Rio Rancho
G.T. Evans American Legion Post 

44 | Elephant Butte
Jeanette & Jose Gallegos | Grants
Annette & Jim Garcia | Placitas
Bonnie & Dennis Geer | Albuquerque
Beth Ann Gillia | Belen
Jacquelynn Gipson | Albuquerque
Patricia Gonzales | Springer
Robert Goodfellow | Rociada
Bernard & Judith Gordon | Deming
Jack & Janice Gray | Truth or  

Consequences
Virginia Hamilton | Los Alamos
Carl & Mary Ellen Hanson  

| Albuquerque

Melissa & Justin Hardin | Portales
Lisa & Mark Harris | Los Alamos
Tura Hayes | Farmington

Martha Hill | Corrales
Rose & Thomas Himrod | Santa Fe
Jessica Hough | Corrales
Howell Associates, Inc.   

| Truth or Consequences
J. Huesser  
Shirley & Leon Hurwitz   

| Albuquerque
Michael Iandiorio | Albuquerque
International Hairport   

| Truth or Consequences
J.E.H. | Silver City
Suzen James | Albuquerque
Joe and Charlyne Sisler Foundation
Joe’s Unlimited Svc | Truth or  

Consequences
Rita Kane | Roswell
Kendra Karp | Albuquerque
Ted Kase | Socorro
Cynthia Kellenaers | Farmington
Lynn Kelly | Santa Fe
Kimberly Kinder-Curtis   

| Albuquerque
Diane Kinderwater | Santa Fe
Marilyn & Robert Kirchner 

 | Elephant Butte
Kirikos Family Funeral Home, Inc. 

| Truth or Consequences
Joan Kozon | Bernalillo
Molly Kraft | Las Cruces
Wallace H. Ryan Kuroiwa  

| Silver City
Noreen & Marc Kwasman 

| Albuquerque
La Cocina Restaurant | Truth or 

 Consequences
Bernice & James Langner 

 | Cuchillo
Las Cruces Police Ofϐicers  

Association | Las Cruces
Law Ofϐices of Julie Saiz   

| Albuquerque
Sue LeMay | Mount Calm, TX
Lindsay Lennertz | Albuquerque
Rebecca Liggett | Espanola
Kathryn Lucero | Albuquerque
Amanda Lueras | Roswell
Beverly Lumia | Albuquerque
John Lynn | Alexandria, VA
Roy & Emilie Mack | Seneca, IL
Mannon Motion, Ltd.   

| Elephant Butte
Harold Marcum Jr. | Albuquerque
Scott Marriott | White Rock
Sophie Martin & Brian Carnes  

 | Albuquerque
Andrew Martinez | Albuquerque
Denise Martinez | Grants
Nia & David Martinez | Roswell
Robert & Rhonda Mc Inroy  

| Los Alamos
Jayne & Stephen McLaughlin  

| Silver City

John McDonald | Santa Fe
Elizabeth McGrath | Albuquerque
Susan & Roy McKinney   

| Albuquerque
McGinn, Carpenter, Montoya & 

Love, PA | Albuquerque

Joann Mercer | Albuquerque
Gertrude & Ronald Meyer  

| Rio Rancho
V.G. Micket | Elephant Butte
Midway Boat & RV Storage  

| Truth or Consequences
Lucy Miller | Albuquerque
Carl & Carol Mills | Elephant Butte
Donna & Kenneth Mills   

| Las Cruces
Susan Mills | Ignacio, CO
Jan Mimovich | Elephant Butte
Gabriela Miranda, Northrup 

Grumman | Los Angeles, CA 
Monica & Adrian Miura   

| Albuquerque
Cynthia & Charles Moeller 

 | Albuquerque
Howard Moeller | Ballwin, MO
Norbert & Karen Mogen  

| Elephant Butte

Kendra Morrison | Los Lunas
Christine Mueller | Santa Fe
Mary & Brian Munkelwitz 

 | Albuquerque
Larry & Roberta Muro  

| Albuquerque
Cindy Myers | Albuquerque
Cindy Nelson | Richmond, KY
Taneequa Newton | Hewitt, TX
NM Child Advocacy Networks  

| Albuquerque
NM Independent Automobile  

Dealers Assoc. | Albuquerque
Anne & David Nokes | Albuquerque
Jonathan Nunley | Las Cruces
Amy O’Boyle | Hobbs
Mike & Chris O’Brien | Boise, ID
Ocotillo Park Golf Course | Hobbs
Brenda Olson | Rio Rancho
Optimist Club of Alamogordo
Craig Owens | Albuquerque
Connie Pace | Elephant Butte
Christopher Papaleo & Family  

| Albuquerque
Alan Payne | San Antonio, FL
Frank & Donna Payne | Albuquerque
Michelle Pecotte | Farmington
Elizabeth & Samuel Peralta 

 | Rio Rancho
Dorothy Peterson | Las Cruces
Anna Porter | Albuquerque
Presbyterian Healthcare Service
Presidential Life Insurance 

Company

Dawn & Robert Provencher | La Luz
Sheila Pugach | Albuquerque
Janice Quinn | Hernandez
Roadrunner Womens Golf  

Association | Truth or Conse-
quences & Elephant Butte

Kelly & Herbert Robbins  
| Ruidoso Downs

Terry E. Roberts | Sandia Park
Fran Rogers | Hatch
Toni Romero-Lynn | Los Lunas
Jane Ronca-Washburn   

| Albuquerque
Lynette Rose | Edgewood
James & Janet Salazar   

| Albuquerque
Beth Sanchez | Albuquerque

Debbie & Robert Sanchez  
| Albuquerque

Leigh Ann Santillanes  
| Albuquerque

Carol Sarath | Gamerco
Kathleen Schulz | Albuquerque
Beth Ann Seewald | Elephant Butte

Service Electric | Albuquerque
Mark Shumate 
Sierra Collision and Towing Services 

| Truth or Consequences
Vicki Smith & Jarrod Thayer  

| Tucson, AZ
Song of Snow Books, Art & Photo  

 | Santa Fe
Concepcion Soto | Carlsbad
Southwest Counseling Center  

| Las Cruces
Susan Spaven | Albuquerque
Kathy Spurgin | Santa Fe
Steele Family Foundation  

| Fairfax, VA
Marie Stewart | Elephant Butte
Kim Straus | Santa Fe
Rachel Strong | Albuquerque
John Stutzman | Albuquerque
Linda Sullivan |  Albuquerque
Laurel Summerϐield | Los Lunas
Renee Swickard | Roswell
John Swobada | Albuquerque
Cheryl Tanis | Eldora, IA
Teston’s Chevron | Truth or  

Consequences 
Tawnya Thayer | Grants
The Belair Inn | Truth or 

 Consequences
The Cordova Family Trust | Belen
The Herald Publishing Company  

| Truth or Consequences
Clyde Tomlin | Santa Fe
Lavelle & Gary Torres | Albuquerque
Diedre Tovar Mallon | Albuquerque
Jerry & Cathy Traweek | Elephant Butte
Trembly Associates | Albuquerque
Crystal & Hugh Trujillo | Cuba
Truth or Consequences Lodge 

2050 Loyal Order of Moose 
Howie Tucker | Truth or  

Consequences
Twisters | Albuquerque 
UNM Greek Week | Albuquerque
Pilar Vaile | Albuquerque
Valencia County Fostering Inc.  

| Los Lunas
Gertraud & Joseph Vandenheuvel 

| Albuquerque
Linda Wallace | Absecon, NJ
Catherine Walsh | Roswell
Washington Group International  

| Boise, ID
Jean & Allen Watts | Paradise, TX
Kim & Joel Weber | Alamogordo
Wendy’s Wonderful Kids  

| Albuquerque 
Pat Williams | Elephant Butte
Floyd Wilson | Albuquerque
John Wilson | Albuquerque
Guy Wimberly | Elephant Butte
Vera & Robert Wirz | Sandia Park 
Marian Wrinkle | Albuquerque
Kathy & Van Yaryan | Silver City
Timothy Yohe | Etters, PA

New Mexico Friends of Foster Children extends a warm thanks to our donors over the years. This list acknowledges 
the contributions of our 2010, 2011, and 2012 supporters. Donors who gave during the current calendar year will 
be acknowledged in the 2014 annual report.



P.O. Box 25365
Albuquerque, NM 87125-0365

(505) 480-0482

2012-2013 Board of Directors
Patricia Briggs, President 
   Albuquerque 
Letha Sue Olmos, Vice President 
   Albuquerque 
Corinne Carmony, Treasurer 
   Cedar Crest 
Patricia Dunlap-Dunn, Secretary 
   Hobbs 
Judy Flynn-O’Brien, Director
   Albuquerque 
Lauren Huichan, Director
   Santa Fe 
Sophie S. Martin, Director
   Albuquerque 
Program Manager
Mary Ann Copas
    Albuquerque 
Awards Committee 
Bebeann Bouchard
    Albuquerque 
David Montoya
    Rio Rancho 
Patricia Dunlap-Dunn
   Hobbs 
Patricia Briggs
   Albuquerque 
Mary Ann Copas
    Albuquerque 
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